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Spokane Poised to be Leader in Local Food
On October 19th, the Spokane Conservation District and the Washington State University 
Extension will host the third annual Inland Northwest Small Farms Conference.  Farmers 
from across Eastern Washington and Northern Idaho will convene to explore the conference 
theme, “Country Living with Purpose and Profitability.” The aim of the conference is to 
organize area farmers to take advantage of the burgeoning local food market. 

The city of Spokane is getting serious about creating a vibrant food system as well. Along 
with the Health District, the city is bringing in food economist Ken Meter to do a study on the 
current local food system and what the potential impact of shifting more food dollars to locally 
produced food. “Our goal is to have 10% of all food dollars spent locally by 2020,” says City 
Council President Ben Stuckart, “That would be the equivalent of injecting nearly $250 million 
dollars into the local economy.”

When thinking of local food, farmers markets, co-ops and farm stands rightfully come to 
mind, but there is tremendous opportunity for local farmers and ranchers to collaborate with 
area restaurants and institutions like universities. “There are a lot of barriers for us when 
it comes to buying local, but we are ready to sit down with farmers and figure out how to 
overcome these barriers. We want to invest in a local food system,” says Dan Harris, head of 
Sodexo’s Gonzaga Dining Services arm. 

Pat Munts, Small Farms Coordinator at Spokane Conservation District and WSU Extension, 
believes the INW Small Farms Conference will help local food producers increase their 
productivity to meet the rising demand for local food. An important facet of the conference 
is the seminars that address how and when farmers can communicate with buyers to form 
profitable relationships, Munts said. 

For more information and to register for the Small Farms Conference, visit www.sccd.org or 
call the Spokane Conservation District at 509-535-7274.

The Small Farms Confernce is  hosted by SCD 
and WSU Extension; sponsored by:



Livestock & Land Program Expanded 
You asked for it and here it is! The 
Spokane Conservation District 
was recently awarded a grant for 
assisting livestock operators across 
Spokane County. The expanded 
Livestock & Land program will 
provide both grant and loan funding to 
landowners to voluntarily implement 

best management practices on their property. Detailed information and eligibility 
requirements will be available this soon. If you need assistance with mud, manure, 
water, fencing, or drainage issues, please give us a call today to set up a free, no-
obligation site assessment. All SCD programs are offered without discrimination 
and participation is voluntary. For more information, visit www.sccd.org/lal.html. 

Septic Systems Rehab & Replacement
Septic systems are used to treat wastewater 
from homes and small businesses—primarily in 
rural and suburban areas—that aren’t served by 
sewer systems and treatment plants. In a properly 
functioning septic system, pollutant concentrations 
found in raw sewage are reduced through 
biological processes that occur in a septic tank, 
where solid materials settle out and the remaining 
liquid passes through. Upon leaving the septic 

tank, the liquid is dispersed through a soil absorption field where further treatment 
takes place. Very old and/or failing septic systems threaten both groundwater and 
surface water by releasing untreated or ineffectively treated wastewater into the 
ground or, even worse, directly into a watercourse.

Starting in 2014, the Spokane Conservation District will administer special funding 
for the Spokane County Septic System Rehabilitation and Replacement 
Program. Program funds are used to repair or replace septic systems serving 
one- or two-family homes in Spokane County outside of the Urban Growth Area.

Eligible costs for septic program funding are currently being developed, but will 
likely include septic inspections, one-time septic tank pump-outs, replacement or 
upgrades of failing systems, and education and outreach. SCD staff will conduct 
initial site visits and septic inspections as well as more detailed system inspections 
where necessary. Septic systems that are found to be failing or substandard and 
likely to fail are either repaired or replaced. SCD loans up to 100% of eligible costs 
for primary residence septic systems (based upon program eligibility criteria).

For specific information regarding program rules, project eligibility, application 
forms, and project selection, please contact the SCD at (509) 535-7274 or  
e-mail waltedelen@sccd.org

Board Highlight 
Tom Miller was recently awarded 
Northeast Supervisor of the Year from 
the Washington State Conservation 
Commission. Miller has served as an 
SCD Board Member for three years. He 
is a man of many talents - all of which he 
generously uses in his position as board 
member. 

In addition to being a lawyer and sharing 
invaluable legal perspective and advice 
with SCD, Miller served in the United 
States Marine Corp for 30 years. His 
flight experience and knowledge of 
rural concerns led him to participate in 
the creation of what is now Northwest 
MedStar, a life-flight insurance service. 

Miller owns his family’s homestead in 
Rockford. His passion for agricultural 
hertiage and admiration of rural and 
self-sufficient living are part of what 
makes him a great board member.      

           Tom Miller, SCD Board Supervisor



Direct Seeding into CRP Dryland
In September, the Washington Association of Wheat Growers’ (WAWG) leadership 
and staff had the opportunity to give the Washington State Department of Ecology’s 
(Ecology) new Director, Maia Bellon, and the Eastern Regional Director, Grant Pfeifer, 
a quick tour of some of the driest of dryland wheat country: Adams County. 

WAWG leaders featured the risks some farmers are taking with progressive conservation 
tillage practices. Without incentive-based programs, such as federal 319 monies that 
Ecology distributes through local conservation districts, most farmers would not bother 
with certain conservation practices in these low rainfall zones.

Eric Maier, past WAWG president and state legislation committee chairman, is 
experimenting with a 1,000 acre field between Lind and Kahlotus. The field had been in 
the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) for more than a decade, and the land owner 
wanted Maier to return it to production. Maier reached out to the Palouse-Rock Lake 
Conservation District (PRLCD) and Spokane Conservation District (SCD) for help. To 
transition this field into production in a conventional manner, Maier would have had 
to make at least four tillage passes. This CRP land is still very fragile even after 10+ 
years of sitting in a natural, undisturbed state. Any type of tillage implement would have 
turned this environmentally sensitive ground to powder almost immediately. Instead, 
Maier used the Cross Slot drill owned by the SCD to plant this land through a direct-
seed method. The ground endured only one pass with an implement.

Maier also used incentives including CRP-
takeout and direct-seeding cost share funding   
through the PRLCD to help balance some of the 
initial costs and risk. Maier also enrolled the field 
into the Natural Resource Conservation Service’s 
(NRCS) EQIP program. 

In this area, Maier is hoping for a 40-bushel per 
acre crop while neighbors are getting closer to 
50-55 bushels.

 “What I’m trying to do here, on this piece of ground, may not work for my neighbors,” 
said Maier. “It isn’t going to work for everyone.” Through use of SCD’s drill, Maier was 
able to put the seed in the ground at a depth that was well into the moisture, and the 
drill packed the ground tight above it so that there was very little moisture loss.

 “I’m a conventional farmer. This may not work on other pieces of my land. 
Depending on how this experiment goes I may look at alternative conservation 
practices more seriously. WAWG is not promoting this project as the silver 
bullet to solving water and air quality issues, but we wanted to show the 
Director that incentive-based programs do work...even in the low rainfall zones.” 

The original version of this article was featured in WAWG’s member benefit publication, 
The Greensheet. For more information about becoming a member, visit www.wawg.
org/wawg. 

 

Staff Highlight 

Walt Edelen, Water Resources 
Department Manager

The Washington State Conservation 
Commission awarded Walt Edelen 
as the 2013 NE Area Conservation 
District Employee of the Year. Edelen 
has worked at SCD for 15 years. 

Noted by his staff as a great leader, 
Edelen manages the water quality 
department at SCD. He spearheaded 
the creation of the Livestock and 
Land program at the district. The 
program helps livestock owners, 
animals and the environment through 
technical assistance and cost-share 
opportunities. 

Edelen is a cowboy at heart who 
enjoys spending time with his 
children, country swing dancing with 
the missus, and raising backyard 
chickens.



Ecology sets record straight about "Ag Polluter List" 
This article is from the Washington State Department of Ecology. 

We at the Department of Ecology (Ecology) want to set the record straight regarding 
some mischaracterization of our work.

Ecology routinely assesses watersheds across the state to identify pollution problems 
on agricultural lands. We use these watershed evaluations to prioritize our actions in a 
watershed, including our offers for technical and financial assistance to solve localized 
pollution problems.

After Ecology conducts a watershed evaluation, we often meet with the local 
conservation district to keep them informed. We discuss information about the process 

Ecology uses to conduct our watershed evaluations during those meetings. The information includes what we are looking for 
when we conduct evaluations and what we found. We believe that it is important to be transparent about the process and the 
results. We also provide information about landowners that we will be contacting in their districts. This helps avoid surprise 
calls and allows us to work together to identify resources that we can offer to address identified problems. At the same time, 
conservation districts are strictly non-regulatory and only provide help to those landowners who ask for it.  

In addition, Ecology works with the Washington Conservation Commission and the 
districts to make sure that everyone has accurate information. The Commission and 
the districts are important partners with local landowners in solving localized pollution 
problems and getting landowners the help they need.

Someone has mischaracterized these coordination efforts in a Craiglist advertisement 
claiming that Ecology has an “Ag Polluter List.” The advertisement has since been 
taken offline, however the posting has generated questions from conservation districts 
and landowners.

Identifying pollution problems in watersheds across the state is routine work for Ecology. Our watershed evaluations help us 
know where to offer our technical assistance and financial assistance. This assistance is a primary tool to curb and prevent 
pollution problems on agricultural lands and prevent the need for enforcement. 

The Craigslist posting also suggests that Ecology will “legally mandate 70 foot setbacks from wet areas.”  This is not accurate.  
We are currently updating our funding guidance for state water quality grants that will be awarded starting in July 2014.  If a 
recipient of a grant wishes to use state funds for riparian buffers (or setbacks), those buffers will sometimes need to be greater 
than the current 35 feet. The changes are being driven by the need to better protect threatened and endangered fish.  These 
greater buffer widths are voluntary and will only be required as a condition of receiving grant funding from Ecology. They are 
not a regulatory requirement.  If you are interested in more information about the changes to funding guidelines, there is a link 
on the Ecology website at:  https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/publications/publications/1310034.pdf

If you have questions about Ecology’s coordination with agricultural landowners and conservation districts or our funding 
guidelines, please contact Chad Atkins at 509-329-3499.
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